
Animal Shelter Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 

2:30 PM 
 
 

1. Carol Gallagher called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

2. Committee Members attending via Zoom teleconference:  
Anna Bourland (resident) 
Casey Crain (Chief of Police) 
Kathleen Day (resident) 
Ben Douglas (Animal Control Officer)  
Lyndon Eberhard (City Council member) 
Marc Fritter (resident) 
Carol Gallagher (Mayor Pro Tem) 
Pauletta Lechman (resident) 
Sarah Quick (resident) 
Gary Scott (resident) 
Janet Wray (resident) 

 
3. Janet Wray moved that the minutes from the March 26, 2020 meeting be accepted as 

submitted.  Lyndon Eberhard seconded the motion.  All in favor - motion carries. 

4. There were no individuals registered for Public Participation. 

5. Chief Crain reported on Costs for 1525 Rd. Site.  Electric, Sewer, and Gas would cost 
approximately $96,000.   

6. Review of Community discussions and input 
a. Each member discussed the responses they had gathered from individual 

communications and discussion in the Facebook group.  Most members noted 
that they had heard from residents who were both in favor and not in favor of 
both sites, with a shift recently to hearing a great deal from those that live near 
the park. Discussion points included the following: 

i. SITE 1: Marmaduke Park 
1. Potential for illegal dumping of animals 
2. Potentially abandoned animals may be drawn to the park or 

community and create safety issues 
3. Potential noise level of shelter and impact on businesses, 

organizations, and neighbors 
4. Potential impact on home values in the community  
5. Closest home is approximately 400’ away, Marmaduke Shelter is 

approximately 1,000’ away and the playground is approximately 
1,200; away 

6. Most committee members received communication regarding an 
animal attack that occurred in a park and the fear of a future 
similar issue 

7. Increased traffic and area use. 
8. Additional positive responses were received as well, though more 

often via personal communication outside of the FB group 

ii. SITE 2: 1525 Rd. (far North on Ash beyond old State Hospital) 



1. Primary concern is cost - infrastructure will cost approximately 
$96,000 (gas, electric and sewer) in addition to access and site 
development 

2. Concern that costs for access and site development will be very 
high, and the need to increase the budget to cover the cost 

3. Closest home is approximately 1,200’ away 
4. Potential for economic development 
5. Lack of residences, businesses, schools, etc. nearby 
6. The committee felt strongly that there is a need to better 

understand costs related to this site 

7. Selection of site for 4/21/20 City Council meeting 
a. The committee discussed its proposed options for each site.  Reservations and 

concerns were present for many committee members.  Formal votes for each 
site included: 

i. Anna Bourland - 1525 Rd. 
ii. Kathleen Day - Marmaduke Park  
iii. Marc Fritter - 1525 Rd. 
iv. Pauletta Lechman - Marmaduke Park  
v. Sarah Quick - 1525 Rd. 
vi. Gary Scott - Marmaduke Park  
vii. Janet Wray - Marmaduke Park 

 
b. Formal Recommendation to City Council: 

 
Animal Shelter Committee Location Recommendation 

Over the course of two meetings, the Animal Shelter Committee reviewed potential city-
owned locations in addition to properties that were offered as donations by two area 
businessmen.   

1. Everyone on the committee acknowledged that there were consistent 
concerns from residents near the Marmaduke Park location (dumping of 
animals, safety, noise, and property values were primary concerns) 

2. Multiple committee members also heard from residents in favor of the 
Marmaduke Park location 

3. Concerns were raised regarding the cost for infrastructure and site 
development for the North Ash site, in addition to the need for more 
information on additional costs 

4. The final decision of the committee of 7 residents was 4 in favor of 
Marmaduke Park and 3 who would like to see more information on the cost of 
building at North Ash. 

The official recommendation of this committee is to build at Marmaduke Park, primarily 
due to the costs associated with other locations identified.  The shelter is a topic that 
brings strong emotions for those who may be directly impacted, and it is essential that 
funding is secured at a low rate.   

The committee would like to encourage City Council to evaluate the feasibility of 
building on the North Ash site, as this was a consistent concern raised.  Councilman 
Eberhard raised the possibility of Economic Development in connection with the North 
Ash location. 



8. Janet Wray moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Sarah Quick seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 PM. 

 


